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 CALIFORNIA BUSINESS MINUTE 

     -About the Businesses and Economy of California-
California Agriculture
California is and remains the most productive agricultural state in the nation.  Farmers and growers in the state produce over 400 commodities 

California represents the largest agricultural sector in the nation even though its farm revenues for the latest year recorded – 2008 decreased to 36.2 billion slightly down after a record 15 percent increase in 2007over 2006 to $36.6 billion.  And this was an enormous increase from $31.7 billion during the stagnating years of 2005 and 2004. This increase was due in part to sales volumes and increased prices. 
The following highlights some of the key elements of California agriculture. 

· California is the largest agricultural producer in the nation.  The state’s farm revenues were nearly the combined total of Iowa which ranks 2nd and Texas which ranks third.

· California farmers and growers produce 400 commodities

· Nearly half of all of the fruits, nuts and vegetables grown in the US come from California

· California has 81, 500 farm and ranches yet makes up only 4 percent of the total number of farms and ranches in the nation

· During 2008, California lands devoted to farming and ranching totaled 25.4 million acres, the same as the final number reported for 2007

· The average farm size decreased in California, but remained the same for the U.S. as a whole. California farm size decreased from 314 acres to 312 acres, while the U.S. average remained steady at 418 acres.

· California’s agricultural production still leads the nation but continues to fall at 11.2 percent of the nation’s total value, down from the high of 13.3 percent in 2005.
· California’s agricultural sector is very diverse and is comprised of livestock and poultry,  fruits and nuts, vegetables and melons;  nursery stock and floriculture
and field crops

· California is the sole producer, (99 percent or more) of a large number of specialty crops in the nation including:  Almonds, Artichokes, Cling Peaches, Dried Plums or Prunes, Figs, Olives, Persimmons, Pomegranates, Raisins and Walnuts
· Milk remained the number one commodity in 2008, but has and continues to have a rollercoaster of a ride with price fluctuations.  California produces 22 percent of the nation’s supply, typically exchanging the top ranking with Wisconsin for the top dairy state
· The Top Ten Agricultural Commodities in 2008 by Dollar Value in California 
1. Milk & Cream
2. Grapes

3. Almonds

4. Nursery and Greenhouse Products

5. Cattle and Calves

6. Hay & Alfalfa
7. Lettuce
8. Strawberries

9. Tomatoes

10. Rice
· California has some of the most agriculturally productive counties in the nation, in fact, of the top ten most productive, nine out of ten are located in California

· In 2008 Fresno County continued to keep its number one ranking in the nation as the largest producer with $5.66 billion in agricultural value 
· Fourteen of the 58 counties in the state recorded farm value at over $1 billion in 2008
California’s Top Ten Agricultural Producing Counties in 2008
1. Fresno
2. Tulare

3. Kern

4. Monterey

5. Merced

6. Stanislaus

7. San Joaquin

8. Kings

9. Imperial
10. Ventura
· California is the largest state exporter of agricultural commodities. California exports reached an all time high of $10.9 billion in 2007. This represented a 11
percent increase over 2006. Additionally, 28 percent of the products produced were shipped overseas.  

California’s Top Ten Agricultural Export Markets

1. Canada

2. European Union

3. Japan

4. China/Hong Kong

5. Mexico

6. south Korea

7. Taiwan

8. India

9. Australia
10. United Arab Emirates    
· California exported agricultural products to 156 countries; however, 58 percent of the products exported went to Canada, European Union (EU 27) and to Japan.

· Overseas markets have become more important to California agriculture as increases have trended upward since 1999 from 16 percent to nearly 30 percent in ten years

It is the quality, freshness and unparalleled flavor of California’s food products that makes California’s agricultural exports enjoyed around the world. With key international markets in Europe, Asia and North America, California agriculture is a “taste of sunshine” enjoyed by millions.
For further information see: http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/statistics/   

Source: California Dept. of Food and Agriculture
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