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Blackwater’s efforts receive NIMBYism
12-12-07
Government security contractor Blackwater Worldwide reaffirmed plans to build a rural training camp, even after residents recalled five town officials who endorsed the project.

Blackwater wants to build a training facility for law enforcement including 11 firing ranges, a driving track and a helipad in a valley just north of Potrero, a small unincorporated  community of about 850 people in the desert mountains about 45 miles east of San Diego.

The five recalled members will be replaced by candidates who were also on Tuesday's ballot. A sixth board member who was not part of the board when it voted last year was not up for recall.

But many residents worry that the training camp would bring traffic, noise and pollution to Potrero, which is cut off from the coast by high mountains and miles of state wilderness. The site is  a 45-mile drive along a winding two-lane highway from downtown San Diego to the 800-acre chicken ranch Blackwater intends to transform into a state-of-the-art training camp.

For Blackwater, the valley would be an ideal complement to its headquarters in Moyock, N.C., and a satellite training center in Mount Carroll, Ill., about 150 miles west of Chicago.

The California site is a short drive from San Diego and its array of military bases and federal law-enforcement field offices — including U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Border Patrol.

Final approval on the project rests with the San Diego County board of supervisors, which won't consider it until environmental impact reports are completed sometime in 2008.
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