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A major shopping center planned for Fremont's southern limit, just west of Interstate 880, could be completed by the end of next year, city officials said. 

The 49-acre Bayside Marketplace would include several big box retailers, about a dozen smaller shops and 1,993 parking spaces just north of Dixon Landing Road.

The project originally was proposed as an industrial park, but developers changed it to retail last year as the market for industrial space continued to slump.

As for the proposed Bayside Marketplace, preliminary plans include three as-yet-unnamed anchor tenants and just less than 500,000 square feet of total retail space - about 100,000 square feet less than The Fremont Hub shopping center in central Fremont.

This will continue to help fill the retail void," Fremont Economic Development Director Daren Fields said of the Bayside project.

An environmental review of the project is expected to take about a year, Fields said, and construction could begin in early 2009.
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